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Why explore careers? Find out what happens when you
leave your life to chance. Sometimes, crossing the bridge
from high school to your future career can pose problems if
the right courses are not taken. If you'd rather chart your
own future and make crossing that bridge a seamless transi-
tion, Taylor I.S.D. has a plan for you.

Taylor schools recently signed on with Bridges, a user-
friendly on-line computer tool available to both parents and
students. Finding the career path of your dreams has never
been easier. By accessing the Bridges website at
www.bridges.com, the Choices Explorer home page will
direct you to career options suited to your interests and
needs. After taking a quick quiz about your interests and
skills, you will be guided to career clusters and pathways
that will help you develop a four-year high school plan.
That plan can then help you connect to courses that will lead
to the career best suited to your interests.

On the Bridges website you can create your own portfolio of
things that matter to you and be able to access them from
anywhere at any time.

Learning how to balance work and outside activities can
also be explored. There’s more to life than just work. Inves-
tigating descriptions of interesting and sometimes unique
recreational and volunteer activities can help you lead a
more rewarding life.

The Good Egg

Ms. Leah Ancell's Principles of Technology  classroom
has been working on an exciting project called the
Egg Drop Competition.

Groups design and build a device that will hold an uncooked
egg. In this contraption, the egg is expected to survive three
successive drops from designated heights to the floor with-
out cracking.

Points are given to groups based on

creativity of the carrier, the mass of

the contraption, and successful ~
drops. Each individual then com- ) °
pletes a project report, including
calculations of kinetic energy, poten-
tial energy and momentum at certain
points of the drop. They also ex-
plain the type of energy conversions

Save the Date

Every year, the students in Ms. Susanna Lawson’s
Business Information Management/Multimedia classes
produce a Holiday Calendar. When the project is intro-
duced, she shows the students samples from previous
years, and explains the work and creativity involved.
About half of the students produce original work, either
photos they have taken or drawings they have scanned
and “doctored” in Adobe Photoshop. For the first time t
his year, the calendars were produced in Adobe InDesign.
The rubric requested that students add at least ten
birthdays or memorable dates on the calendar. The

According to former high school counselor Wendy Holt,
Bridges will assist students in identifying strengths, interests
and goals for future career pathways and connect what is
learned in the classroom to a real job situation. Making high
school courses relevant to what is needed in the real world
can result in improved grades and attendance.

According to the Austin American-
Statesman editorial page article of
1-18-10, “our nation still needs
skilled mechanics, machinists,
welders, carpenters, electri-
cians...just as much as it needs
college grads.” Go to the Bridges
website and see all the choices
available—from college to techni-
cal careers—just waiting to be
explored.

Finding the right match for your
future career could be as easy as
crossing the Bridges to your future.
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template already contained all major holidays and phases of
the moon.

Besides the obvious, students learned an easy application in
complex software. Having already used Photoshop, they
used projects created earlier in the year such as the “focal
point” project where the photo is black and white but the focal
point is printed in full color. Students printed the calendars in
color so that
every month
has a corre-
sponding
picture. They
also modified
the calendar
for Spanish
speaking
families. To
give a profes-
sional ap-
pearance
each student
assembled,
punched and |
threaded the |
spiral binding. |
On some
days, the \
assembly line
continued for
thirty minutes. -

Ms. Lawson
thinks the real
value of a project is when you see kids spend a whole class
period on one month’s collage, or go beyond the rubric to
resize a picture of grandma to insert on her birthday. Finally,
students learned the meaning of the phrase “cost avoidance,”
because their families would not need to buy a calendar for
2010. In most cases, they made something that money
couldn’t buy.
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In December, Ms. Susan Sumpter’s Fashion and Design class put on a run-

way show in the student center. This project was a final semester grade for
the students. The show featured
dresses that had been made purely
out of newspaper, muslin, and lots of
tape and staples!

The students were required to wear
their creations down the runway at a
style show. They worked really hard
on their projects because they
wanted to look good for the audience.

This project simulated what it would
be like to actually become a designer
and to have people see the work that
they had created. Over eighty people
were in attendance at the show.

Ms. Candice Martin’s Culinary Arts

students wanted to get in on the

action so, to make the occasion

even more posh, hors d'oeuvres

were prepared. Delectable sugar
cake cookies with frosting, fresh cut fruit, and pigs-in-blankets were served to
all guests.

The guests who came to watch the fashion show had no idea what a treat
they were in for. Stay tuned to see what else the Family and Consumer Sci-
ences have to cook up for their students!
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Ms. Rose Robertson’s Anatomy and
Physiology class has spent the past
week learning about the cardiovas-
cular system. The students dis-
sected a sheep heart in class.

By the end of the unit the students
will be familiar with the internal and
external features of the heart, the
heart's electrical system and
common ailments associated with
the cardiovascular system.
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Introduction to Transportation Service Careers students started the semes-
ter off with a alarming project! Mr. Edward Johnson'’s class was given the
challenge of creating an electrical chassis and circuitry board. To complete
their assigned task, the project had to include a series of
lights or motors to create motion or initiate a series of
sound producing devices.

Students learned to design the panel using layout and
measurement techniques and skills such as soldering,
connecting LED components and mounting a circuit in a
specific space. Let the bells and whistles begin!
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Ms. Lisa Vaughan’'s Health Science Tech | students have been exploring

the anatomy and physiology of the human brain. 3D models were con-

structed and painted to differentiate between various structures of the brain.

Keys were then created by the students to describe various functions of
each structure.

The following week was spent investigating
the effects of commonly abused drugs on the
human brain, specifically the developing brain
of a teenager. The class identified specific

mission, leading to both short term and long term physical changes, as well as the cycle
of addition. Students then researched common myths about marijuana and created
power point presentations to educate others. After completing these projects, students
commented that they were glad to finally be able to talk about these issues and sepa-
rate myths from facts.
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The Williamson County Livestock Show had several winners from Taylor High School.
Camryn Stoll received Grand Champion Wood Working project for her cedar chest. She
used only hand tools, no power tools of any kind.

Matt Thompson garnered Gran Champion Metal Working project for his hay spear. Mr.
Bishop’s Ag Mechanics class is building two more hay spears like Matt built to enter in
the Houston Livestock Show Ag Mechanics contest in March.

Other winners from the Williamson County Show were:
1st Place Steer and 1st Place Goat

14th Place Rabbits
3rd Place Turkey

Cole Sims
Catie Stewart
Kelbie Stifflemire

Jacob Doss 6th Place Turkey, 3rd Place Goat, 5th Place Broilers,
and 6th Place Lamb
Addy Turner Reserve Champion Heavy Weight Goat

and 3rd Place Lamb

2nd Place Goat and 3rd Place Lamb
Blayne Hegar 8th Place Goat

Tyler Jaecks 4th Place Hog

Mallory Marcon—Reserve Champion Pullets and 7th Place Hog

Ashley Burrow
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Students in Ms. Leschber’s Career Preparation Co-op have been preparing

resumes and cover letters to include in their portfolios. They will also be filling

out application forms, practicing mock interviews, preparing answers for the “most com-
monly asked questions” during an interview and watching a video on proper dress for a
job interview.

This information will be followed by a unit on Communications, specifically Body Lan-
guage. Materials covered will include videos, worksheets and questionnaires from the
Body Language specialist, Jan Hargrave. Jan is the author of Actions Speak Louder
than Words, Let Me See Your Body Talk, as well as several other publications, books
and videos.

neurotransmitters and learned how sub-
stances such as nicotine, alcohol, and mari-
juana cause abnormalities in neurotransmis-



